
As we prepare to celebrate the life of Your Son, look upon us with Your compassion and understanding.

We have proven to be limited in our ability to focus on Your love enfleshed in Jesus.

We light up our world without our hearts burning brighter with faith and trust in You.

						      We decorate with garland and tinsel and forget
						      that Your love is enough.

					                  We castigate stores that offer exhausting holiday hours and
					        yet we hurry off from family gatherings to take advantage of
					     merchandise offers we can’t refuse.

					     Work through us to take Christmas back for Your Son.

					     Let us center on things that matter: community, faith, family,
					     and friends.
						      Make us wise enough to share our gift of time on Earth with
							       You and others.

							            Place us in your loving kiln of kindness that we may
							          become vessels of Your nurturing ways.

							       Without judgment of others, may we enter into this
						      celebration of “God among us” with a zest for life, in all shapes
						      and forms.

							       May we recognize Your being in all we meet.

							          May we witness by our expressions and actions that we
							         have joyfully accepted the most wonderful gift of your Son.

								        With hearts full gratitude, may we shine
									         MERRY CHRISTMAS,
								                for Jesus Christ, Your Son, is here!

Dear and Ever–Provident God,

by Sister Marilyn McMillin


