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How often we live our lives to the tune, “If  only I had done, called, or said . . . 
surely things would be better.” Or “If  only I hadn’t done, said or forgotten . . . 
my regrets would be fewer.” It is one thing to utter this to ourselves, but quite 
another to put the responsibility on someone else, “If  only you had done, cared, 
or tried . . .” Or “If  only you hadn’t done, said or caused . . .” 

In today’s gospel, Jesus hears their frustration. If  he had come sooner, maybe his 
dear friend, Lazarus, would not have died. But we know in our hearts that 
whenever Jesus comes into our lives, he is always right on time. Faced with 
Lazarus’ death, Jesus did not spare his own grief. True to his promise, this illness 
was “not to end in death, but for the glory of  God.” Jesus did call Lazarus back 
from death, but the story did not end there. Jesus invited others to “Untie him 
and let him go.” We may consequently feel called to untie others bound by such 
things as homelessness, prejudice, illiteracy, or unemployment. 

As Women of  Providence, how will we address these apparent death-dealing 
situations? Will we help to untie their bonds for the glory of  God? If  we are not 
already doing this, we might write letters to our people in Congress or 
elsewhere to address systemic changes. In the spirit of  our Founders, we always 
hold in prayer those in desperate need. As we help to loosen their bonds, we 
reveal the loving, liberating Providence of  God. And so the glory of  God will 
truly be alive among us.


