
 

 

 

                       A Journey to Safety 

As Christmas approaches, I was thinking of the journeys Mary and Joseph would be 

forced to make.  First, by order of Herod, they would be forced to travel 70 miles from Nazareth 

to Bethlehem, over rough roads with Joseph walking and Mary ready to deliver a baby.  Then in 

order to protect the Child Jesus from Herod, they traveled another 429 miles into Egypt .  

 

What would have happened if Mary and Joseph on reaching Egypt after their long and difficult 

trip were banned from entering the country?  What would have happened if they were put into a 

camp and denied finding a home and employment?   

 

After the sad event that happened in California, there were many people who responded with 

hate-filled words urging our government to ban the Muslims from our Country and thus 

classifying all Muslims as terrorists.     

 

As Sisters of Divine Providence, what is our response?  Are we filled with fear or are we 

willing to trust and love all peoples?  Are we willing to help the refugees who travel thousands 

of miles fleeing war and violence in hope of a better life for themselves and for their children?  

Will we risk sharing our resources with the poor, the homeless, the peoples seeking a better life 

and freedom from fear, poverty, and war?  Will we open our hearts and homes to those who 

have nothing? 
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“Despite the problems, risks, and difficulties to be faced, great numbers of migrants and refugees continue to be inspired 

by confidence and hope; in their hearts they long for a better future, not only for themselves but for their families and 

those closest to them.”     Pope Francis – Homily at Lampedusa  ( July 8, 2013) 

 

The whole idea of compassion is based on a keen awareness of the interdependence of all these living beings, which are 

all part of one another, and all involved in one another.”     Thomas Merton)       

 










