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A Journey to Safety

As Christmas approaches, | was thinking of the journeys Mary and Joseph would be
forced to make. First, by order of Herod, they would be forced to travel 70 miles from Nazareth
to Bethlehem, over rough roads with Joseph walking and Mary ready to deliver a baby. Then in
order to protect the Child Jesus from Herod, they traveled another 429 miles into Egypt .

What would have happened if Mary and Joseph on reaching Egypt after their long and difficult
trip were banned from entering the country? What would have happened if they were put into a
camp and denied finding a home and employment?

After the sad event that happened in California, there were many people who responded with
hate-filled words urging our government to ban the Muslims from our Country and thus
classifying all Muslims as terrorists.

As Sisters of Divine Providence, what is our response? Are we filled with fear or are we
willing to trust and love all peoples? Are we willing to help the refugees who travel thousands
of miles fleeing war and violence in hope of a better life for themselves and for their children?
Will we risk sharing our resources with the poor, the homeless, the peoples seeking a better life
and freedom from fear, poverty, and war? Will we open our hearts and homes to those who
have nothing?
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“Despite the problems, risks, and difficulties to be faced, great numbers of migrants and refugees continue to be inspired
by confidence and hope; in their hearts they long for a better future, not only for themselves but for their families and
those closest to them.”  Pope Francis — Homily at Lampedusa (July 8, 2013)

The whole idea of compassion is based on a keen awareness of the interdependence of all these living beings, which are
all part of one another, and all involved in one another.” Thomas Merton)



UND EIRéTtN %I\N (+
outreach tools for interfaith work

As many people of faith make even greater strides in
reaching out to the Muslim community, the National
Interfaith Committee for Worker Justice has prepared
answers to some of the most common questions about
Islam and tips on how to build relationships.

What is Islam?

What is a Muslim?

Who are Muslims?

Who is Allah?

Who was Prophet Muhammad ibn Abdullah?
What are the pillars of Islam?

When and how do Muslims worship?

How does Islam treat people of different faiths?
What does jihad mean?

What are the Islamic views on tetrotism?

What does the Holy Qur’an say about Worker Justice?

What are ways to reach out to the Muslim Community?




IS ISLAM?

Translated literally, Islam is an Arabic word meaning “to submit”and is derived from a word meaning
“peace.” The Holy Qur’an says in verse 3:19 “The only religion approved by God is Submission.”
Though the term Islam was articulated through Prophet Muhammad 1400 years ago (the seventh
century), Islam is not viewed by its believers as a new religion, but the last stage of God’s revelation
to humanity. It is a process that began with Abraham, and which continued through all the biblical
prophets from Moses to Jesus, all those who practiced and preached submission to God.

SA MUSLIM? A Muslim is one who practices Islam. One becomes a
Muslim by proclaiming, “There is no god, but Allah
(God) and Muhammad is His Messenger.”

WHQ ARE MUSLIMS?

DX Muslims are the second largest religious population in the world, numbering more than 1.5 billion
around the world. They come from many ethnic groups, nationalities, cultures in nearly every part of
the inhabited earth. About 18 percent are from the Arab world. The world’s largest Muslim communi-
ty is in Tndonesia. Much of Asia’s people and most of Aftica’s are Muslim. Small but significant mus-
lim groups live in Russia, China, Europe, Australia, Central and South America—including Suriname,
where 20 percent of the population is Muslim. Islam is the fastest growing religion in the United
States, where currently approximately six million Muslims live.

A Muslim leader is called an “imam,” a title equivalent to minister or rabbi. The terms “shayk” or
“mullah” are also general terms referring to a religious scholar. In the Nation of Islam the term “min-
ister” is used in place of “imam.” If in doubt, just ask.

IS ALLAH? Allah is an Arabic term meaning “one God.” Allah is the same Creator referred to in
both Christianity and Judaism. For Muslims, Allah is the proper name of that One
true God. Allah is the name of God in Aramaic, a sister language of Arabic and the

one spoken by Jesus.

In short, Muhammad ibn Abdullah, peace be upon him (P) was born 570 AD. His family was from
a noble Meccan tribe and his ancestry reaches back to Prophet Ishmael (P), son of Prophet
Abtaham (P). Orphaned by deceased parents at a young age, Muhammad (P) was moved from vari-
ous family members until eventually he was raised by his grandfather and uncle. He never attended
school. As an adult, he was known as a righteous and honorable person. At age 40 an angel named
Gabriel appeared in a cave that Muhammad used frequently to meditate and bestowed upon him
prophethood. Subsequently, these revelations followed for over 23 years, and were compiled in the
form of a book called the Holy Qur’an, which Muslims consider to be the final revelation of God.
Muslims believe the text confirms the truth in the Torah, the Psalms, and the Gospel.

WHAT.ARE THE PILLARS OF ISLAM?

There ate five major pillars of Islam, which are the articles of faith. These pillars are:

1) belief — in one God and that Muhammad (P) is His messenget,

2) prayet — prescribed five times a day,

3) fasting — required in the month of Ramadan,

4) charity — spent in the cause of truth,

5) hajj — the pilgrimage to Mecca to be made once in a lifetime if one can afford it physi-

cally and financially.
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