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RADIO
• “Catholic Education 
Plus,” 6:30 a.m. Sunday, 
March 1, KDKA-AM 1020, 
hosted by Father Tom 
Burke. Topic: SS. Peter 

and Paul School in Beaver. 
Guest: Principal Cindy Bal-
drige. Podcasts of the show 
are available at https://kd-
karadio.radio.com/media/
podcast/catholic-educa-

tion-plus.
• “Amplify,” 9 p.m. Sun-
days, KDKA-AM 1020. Host: 
Msgr. Ron Lengwin.
• Various Catholic pro-
grams, WAOB-AM 860, 

WAOB-FM 106.7 and 
WPGR-AM 1510. See the 
stations’ website at www.
waob.org for program titles 
and times.
TELEVISION
• Mass from St. Mary of 
Mercy, Downtown Pitts-
burgh: Sunday through 
Saturday at noon on Com-
cast (city of Pittsburgh 
only), Channel 95, Chris-
tian Associates Television. 
It can be watched over 
the air on Channel 40.6, 
Cornerstone’s Faith and 
Family channel online live 
at noon. And available any 
time at www.christianas-
sociatestv.org.
• Mass from St. Paul 
Cathedral, Pittsburgh’s 
Oakland neighborhood: 
Monday through Saturday 
at 8:15 a.m. and Sundays 
at 10 a.m. on Comcast 

(city of Pittsburgh only), 
Channel 95, Christian 
Associates Television. 
Rebroadcast is at 5 and 8 
p.m. daily. Online (live) at 
8:15 a.m. and available any 
time at www.christianas-
sociatestv.org.
• Mass from WPXI-TV 
studio, Sundays at 6 a.m. 
on PCNC and MeTV on Ve-
rizon, Comcast (check your 
listing for PCNC and MeTV) 
and over the air (antenna) 
MeTV.
• Mass from St. Paul 
Church in Butler, daily at 8 
a.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., 
broadcast live on Arm-
strong Cable, Channel 10.
• Sunday Mass, WPGH-
TV Fox 53, 7-7:30 a.m., 
from Heart of the Nation 
(https://www.heartofthe-
nation.org), Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee.

MEDIA RETREATS

presented by Mark Joseph 
at St. Catherine of Swe-
den Parish in Hampton 
Township and St. Richard 
Parish in Richland Town-
ship, Monday-Wednesday, 
March 9-11. Schedule: 
Monday, March 9, St. Cath-
erine of Sweden Parish, 
6:30 p.m. talk, followed by 
penance service at 7 p.m.; 
Tuesday, St. Richard Parish, 
6:30 p.m. talk, followed by 
holy hour with Eucharistic 
adoration and procession; 
Wednesday, March 11, St. 
Catherine of Sweden Par-
ish, 6:30 p.m. talk, followed 
by Mass.

CATHOLIC MEN’S
FELLOWSHIP
Catholic Men’s Fellowship 
of Pittsburgh will host a 
free half-day workshop 
conference on develop-
ing Catholic fellowship 
Saturday, March 14, from 
1-6 p.m. at Holy Trinity 
Church of Archangel 
Gabriel Parish in Rob-
inson Township. Day will 
end with Mass at 5 p.m. 
For information, call 
724-680-0263, visit www.
cmfpitt.org or e-mail 
info@cmfpitt.org.

FINDING COMMON 
GROUND
“Finding Common 
Ground: Gun Violence 
in America” is title of 

workshop presented by 
Don Gaffney on Wednes-
day, March 11, 7-9 p.m. 
at Kearns Spirituality 
Center, 9000 Babcock 
Blvd., McCandless Town-
ship. Program will include 
presentations and small 
group discussion. Fee 
is $20. To register, call 
412-366-1124, e-mail 
kearns@cdpsisters.org or 
visit www.cdpsisters.org/
kearns.

YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS
“Discovering God’s Vision 
for Your Life” is a two-part 
course that helps people 
understand spiritual 
gifts, find out what their 
gifts are and get excited 
about how God is calling 

them to use their gifts 
in ministry. Sessions are 
held Saturdays, March 21 
and 28, from 9 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. at St. Alphonsus 
Parish in McDonald. 
Cost for materials is $10. 
To register, e-mail Sha-
ron Serratore at minis-
try329@gmail.com or call 
724-926-2984.

ST. ANTHONY NOVENA
A novena to St. Anthony 
of Padua is prayed Tues-
days at St. Anthony 
Chapel in Pittsburgh’s 
Troy Hill neighborhood. 
Mass is celebrated at 
8:30 a.m., followed by 
novena prayers. Also, 
at 7:30 p.m., novena is 
prayed, followed by Bene-

diction. For information, 
visit www.saintantho-
nyschapel.org. 

SAVE THE DATE
Public is asked to save 
Saturday, March 30, for 
the Pittsburgh March 
for Jesus. This cel-
ebration of Jesus will be 
9-11 a.m. in Downtown 
Pittsburgh.  For infor-
mation, visit www.pitts-
burghmarchforjesus.com. 
For questions, call 412-
349-4277.

REGISTRATION OPEN
Registration is now open 
for St. Ambrose Acad-
emy, a Catholic Hybrid 
Homeschool Co-op, for 
incoming 3- to 4-year-olds, 

as well as Catholic clas-
sical curriculum for first 
through seventh grade. 
Academy will expand to 
include kindergarten as well 
as eighth and ninth grade 
for the 2020-21 academic 
year. In this hybrid co-op, 
students receive tradi-
tional classroom setting in 
their Glenshaw campus, 
while following the same 
curriculum and syllabus 
through home instruction. 
Students meet twice on 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
for classes implemented by 
qualified instructors. For in-
formation and to schedule 
a tour, e-mail Info.Saint-
AmbroseAcademy@gmail.
com or visit www.saintam-
broseacademy.org.
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CALENDAR
SUNDAY, MARCH 1
Eucharistic adoration, 
11:15 a.m.-2:30 p.m., cha-
pel of St. Sebastian Parish, 
Ross Township.
MONDAY, MARCH 2
“Hinges to Holy Week” 
series, 6:30-7:30 p.m., St. 
Clare of Assisi, 460 Reed 
St., Clairton. Dr. Maureen 
Crossen will present a talk 
on hope. Program is free 
and open to the public. For 
information, call 412-882-
8744.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
Soup, salad and speaker 
series, “Follow Jesus to 
the Foot of the Cross,” 
6:15-8:30 p.m., Ascension 
Church’s Conner Hall of St. 
Philip Parish, 114 Berry St., 
Ingram. Father Nicholas 
Vaskov will present “Fol-
lowing Jesus in Prayer.” 
Program includes meal, 
speaker, discussion and 
dessert.
FRIDAY, MARCH 6
Eucharistic adoration, 9 

a.m.-7:30 p.m., Holy Spirit 
Parish, 2603 Old Elizabeth 
Road, West Mifflin.
Eucharistic adoration, 9 
a.m. through Benediction 
at 9 p.m., Adoration Chapel 
of St. Patrick Parish Center, 
314 W. Pike St., Canons-
burg.
Eucharistic adoration, 
7:30 a.m. (following 7 a.m. 
Mass) through Benediction 
at 7 p.m., St. Teresa of Avila, 
1000 Avila Court, Perrys-
ville.

Eucharistic adoration, 
8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m., St. 
Alexis, 10090 Old Perry 
Highway, Wexford.
Stations of the Cross, led 
by youth group, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Cecilia, 632 Virginia 
Ave., Rochester.
Nocturnal adoration, 
10 p.m. Friday, March 6, 
through 7 a.m. Saturday, 
March 7, St. Margaret of 
Scotland Parish, 310 Mans-
field Ave., Green Tree.
SATURDAY, MARCH 7

Parish rummage sale, 8 
a.m.-2 p.m., and noon-3 
p.m. Sunday, March 8, 
St. Aloysius Parish, 3610 
Mount Troy Road, Reserve 
Township. Featuring 18 
rooms and three garages. 
Also serving homemade 
hot food and baked goods 
in cafeteria.
SUNDAY, MARCH 8
Super bingo, 12:30 p.m. 
(early birds at 1:15 p.m.), 
St. Gregory Parish, 2 W. 
Beaver St., Zelienople. Tick-

ets are $30. Also featuring 
concession stand, games 
and raffles. For information, 
visit www.stgregzelie.org.
Peace forum, 3-5 p.m., 
Kearns Spirituality Cen-
ter, 9000 Babcock Blvd., 
McCandless Township. 
Sponsored by Pittsburgh 
North People for Peace.
Eucharistic adoration, 
for middle and high school 
students, 7-8 p.m., St. 
Cecilia, 632 Virginia Ave., 
Rochester.

St. Paul of the Cross 
Passionist Retreat 
Center, 148 Monastery 
Ave., Pittsburgh’s South 
Side.
• Men’s retreat, 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 13, through 
noon Sunday, March 15. 
For information and to 
register, call 412-381-7676.
The Ark and the Dove, 
10745 Babcock Blvd., 
Gibsonia.
• Rachel’s Vineyard 
retreat for post-abortion 
healing, 1 p.m. Friday, 
May 15, through Sunday, 
May 17. Led by a Rachel’s 
Vineyard team, retreat is 
held in a confidential and 
supportive atmosphere. 
For information and to 
register, call Toni Jester 
at 412-352-5348, e-mail 
toniafj1@comcast.net or 
visit www.rvofpgh.com.

“It was June 7, 1876. As I 
stood on the dock to board 
the Scholten for New York, 
my heart was pounding and 
my legs were unsteady. I 
thought I might be spared the 
trip by losing my balance and 
tumbling over the side of the 
swaying gangway. But God 
had other plans for me. We 
pushed and pulled our valises 
onto the ship, and then the 
six of us turned for one last 
look at our beloved Germany. 
I could not have dreamed of 
the great adventures that lay 
ahead.”

What lay ahead for the Sis-
ters of Divine Providence — 
including Sister Francis Bor-
gia Schröck, who chronicled 
the arduous transatlantic 
journey to America — and 
other Catholic sisters was 
ultimately a profound call of 
challenges and opportunities 
to minister to the overwhelm-
ing wave of European im-
migrants fleeing poverty, job 
shortages, political conflict 
and religious persecution in 
the mid-19th century. More 
than 15 women religious com-
munities settled in western 
Pennsylvania as Pittsburgh 
was transforming into a melt-
ing pot of ethnic cultures and 
traditions.

Attracted by jobs in the 
steel mills and coal mines 
during an unprecedented in-
dustrial expansion, waves of 
immigrants settled in the re-
gion, arriving from Ireland, 
Germany, Poland, Lithuania, 
Italy, Hungary, Czechoslova-
kia, Serbia and other Euro-

pean countries. With courage 
and compassion, Catholic 
sisters responded to the over-
whelming need in the region 
to educate and care for immi-
grant families, establishing a 
foundational and influential 
network of schools and hos-
pitals.

Sisters of Mercy opened the 
first hospital in Pittsburgh on 
Jan. 1, 1847. When a typhoid 
epidemic afflicted the city a 
year later, 15 of the 19 immi-
grant patients admitted to the 
hospital with typhoid were 
restored to health, but four of 
the five young sisters died. 

In 1865, the Sisters of St. 
Francis of Millvale established 
their hospital in Pittsburgh’s 
Lawrenceville neighborhood 
to care for German immi-
grants. In 1875, the Sisters of 
the Humility of Mary opened 
a clinic for workers injured 
while building a nearby rail-
road that would connect Pitts-
burgh and Youngstown, Ohio. 
Likewise, the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph helped care for injured 
steelworkers at St. Joseph 
Hospital, which they founded 
in 1904 on Pittsburgh’s South 
Side.

Pioneering Catholic sisters 
— many of whom were im-
migrants themselves — were 
instrumental in caring for and 
educating tens of thousands 
of children of immigrant fam-
ilies in the region in schools 
and orphanages. Felician Sis-
ter Mary Cajetan, an innova-
tive and resourceful teacher, 
wrote a textbook of lessons 
in Polish and English for el-
ementary students in 1894.

A year later, nine Sisters of 
the Holy Family of Nazareth 
recalled how they traveled by 
train from Chicago “through 
the smoke and soot” to Pitts-
burgh to teach 900 children 
of Polish descent at St. Stan-
islaus Kostka parish school. 
Sisters also housed and hired 
immigrants to help them farm 
their lands to sustain them-

selves and those whom they 
served.

Through their presence, 
prayers and advocacy, Catho-
lic sisters across western 
Pennsylvania continue today 
to minister to immigrants and 
refugees.

“Like all our sisters, past 
and present, my inspiration 
is the Gospel: feed the hun-
gry, welcome the stranger ... 
My heart has been touched 
by the suffering of others,” 
said Sister Elise Mora, of the 
Sisters of St. Francis of the 
Providence of God, who since 
the 1980s has ministered to 
Latinos through her advoca-
cy, immigration services, and 
parish and prison work. Her 
community has a long history 
of reaching out to immigrants 
from Lithuania.

Responding to the increas-
ing needs of Latino immi-
grants making their home in 
the Pittsburgh region, the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph established 
Casa San José seven years ago 
as a multi-service resource 
and welcome center.

“I find within the Latino 
immigrant people a strength 
wrought of faith and suffer-
ing and a love of family that is 
richly powerful. This richness 
enters our lives when we wel-
come them,” said St. Joseph 
Sister Janice Vanderneck, di-
rector of engagement for Casa 
San José.

A member of the School 
Sisters of St. Francis leads a 
monthly bilingual Commu-
nion service for unaccom-
panied minors who, while 
awaiting sponsorship in the 
United States, are being cared 
for in the Pittsburgh area. The 
School Sisters of St. Francis 
first arrived in Pittsburgh 
from Austria in 1913 to estab-
lish schools to educate the 
children of Eastern European 
immigrants.

In 2018, the Sisters of Di-
vine Providence and Sisters 
of Charity of Nazareth began 

a collaborative ministry to 
refugee families who have 
applied for asylum. The fami-
lies served — most of whom 
are from African and Central 
American countries — are 
provided with safe housing, 
food, clothing, health care, 
transportation and assistance 
with cultural integration.

Carlow University, founded 
and run by the Sisters of Mer-
cy, assists Muslim women and 
hosts prayer space for them 
in the University Commons. 
Mercy Corps volunteers also 
serve with the Pittsburgh-
based refugee resettlement 
nonprofit Acculturation for 
Justice, Access and Peace 
Outreach.

Having first ministered to 
immigrants from Poland, the 
Sisters of the Holy Spirit later 
worked with Hmong, Cambo-
dian and Vietnamese families, 
helping them to get jobs and 
gain citizenship. Today, they 
continue to work with several 
Vietnamese families.

Inspired to serve all of 
God’s people with compas-
sion, care and mercy, Catholic 
sisters — individually and col-
lectively — continue the work 
of their founding sisters who, 
like them, are called to wel-
come the stranger.

In addition to working with 
immigrants and refugees, 
Catholic sisters in western 
Pennsylvania engage in vari-
ous ministries and outreach 
serving children, families, 
the poor, elderly, the sick and 
others in need. Collaborative 
efforts include the establish-
ment of Sisters Place, a sup-
portive housing ministry for 
single-parent families, as well 
as advocacy for justice and 
peace. For information about 
Catholic sisters serving west-
ern Pennsylvania or Catholic 
Sisters Week, visit SistersOf-
WPA.org.

Hecht is director of commu-
nications for the Sisters of St. 
Joseph in Baden.

The melting pot of providence
Exploring two 
centuries of 
Catholic sisters 
welcoming the 
stranger

By BARBARA HECHT
Correspondent

Prayer request
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St. Joseph Sister Jeanette Bussen teaches an 
immigrant child in McAllen, Texas.

Catholic Sisters Week, which runs from March 8-14, shines a 
light on the spirituality, mission and community building of 
women religious. During this week, sister in western Penn-
sylvania are requesting prayers for immigrants and refugees 
— who have long been cared for, educated and sheltered by 
women religious. 

MIGRANT CHRIST PRAYER by St. Joseph Sister Patti 
Rossi

Creator of the universe, as we observe the pathways of 
migration in various countries, at this historical moment, in 
your mercy grant us:
A pure heart to see the persons who are immigrants.
A heart of love to recognize them as our brothers and 
sisters.
A humble heart to hear their cry for freedom.
A heart of generosity that we offer sanctuary in our home-
land.
A heart of justice to eliminate violence and oppression that 
causes unnecessary suffering.
A heart of faith to respect the dignity of the dear neighbor 
without distinction.
A heart of compassion to realize that we need each other 
to create a peaceful world.
A heart of acceptance as one holy, universal family.
Creator God, being in your presence, we ask to receive, 
we seek to find, we hope to discover that the pathways of 
migration will be paved with certainty, as we harbor all who 
seek refuge in our homeland and beyond. Under your guid-
ance we can make a difference in the world. Amen. 

Old-World Craftsmanship & Modern Technology
412-564-5733 • archmasonry.com


