


Vespers for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Welcome: Sister Michele Bisbey, CDP Provincial 

Call to Prayer:   

O God who gives us times of quiet and times of action, abide in us this Christmas 
so that all people may be filled with the joy of your presence.                              
(Caryll Houselander) 

Evening Hymn:  (please stand)   We will sing verses 1, 3, and 6. 

 

 



Prayer of Blessing Over the People    (please be seated) 

 

Please repeat the refrain after the Cantor and then sing after each verse. 
 
 

 
 
 
Prayer As Candles Are Lighted: 

As we light four candles on our Advent wreath, may we open our hearts to 
prepare the way for the coming of Christ.    All: Amen. 
 

Psalm One   

 

Antiphon:  Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

1. O Divine Guest within, we have readied ourselves for a time of prayer.  We 
now prepare what is most important, the shrines of our hearts. 
 

2.  May the incense we have enkindled be a smoking sacrament of the desire 
for the thoughts, words, and actions of this time of prayer to become 
sacred gestures, on fire with a love for you. 
 



1.  Grant to us a devotional zeal, that our bodies may become living vessels, 
sacraments of incense pleasing to you, delights in your sight. 
 

2.  Like the incense consumed by fire, may our lives become fuel for your 
blazing love, that the offerings of our hearts may give forth the pleasing 
aroma of selfless service and a love for all the world. 
 

1. Like the incense that arises on high, so may our prayer, empty of ourselves 
and our needs, rise effortlessly in silent salutation to you, that it may be a 
prayer for all the world. 
 

2. May this prayer reach you through your Holy Spirit, who prays continuously 
within each of us and dwells eternally with you and your Son.  
 

Antiphon:  Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
 
Psalm Prayer:   

To, you, Provident God, our eyes are turned as we stand in eager 
expectation of that day when peace shall flow from Zion and the deserts 
shall bloom with your justice.  As our prayers ascend to you like the 
fragrance of incense, may your glory come down upon us in the kingdom of 
your Son, our Emmanuel. 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Psalm Two  (Psalm 24: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6) 
 
Antiphon:    
 

                
 
                             Christ,     cir  -  cle    round       us.              Christ,   may  your  light sur - 

 

               
              round    us.       Shine     in    our   liv  -  ing.          Fill   our hearts 

 

             
 
                             with  great  thanks  giv    -           ing. 
 
 

1. The Lord’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in 
it.  For the Lord founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 
 

2. Who can ascend the mountain of the Lord?  Or who may stand in God’s 
holy place? 
 

1.  One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean, who desires not what is 
vain. 
 

2. This one shall receive a blessing from the Lord, a reward from God, the 
savior.  Such is the race that seeks for the Lord that seeks the face of the 
God of Jacob. 
 
 

Antiphon (sung):   Christ, circle round us, Christ, may your light surround us, 
                                  Shine in our living, Fill our hearts with great thanksgiving. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



Psalm Prayer: 

With tender comfort and transforming power you come into our midst, O 
God of mercy and might.  Make ready our way in the wilderness, clear a 
straight path in our hearts, and form us into a repentant people, that the 
Advent of your Son may find us watchful and eager for the glory he reveals. 
All:  Amen. 
 

Gospel:  Luke 2:1-7    (please stand) 

Reader One: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came to be through him, 
and without him nothing came to be. 
What came to be through him was life, 
and this life was the light of the human race; 
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but 
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world 
did not know him. 
He came to what was his own, 
but his own people did not accept him. 
But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, 
to those who believe in his name, who were born not by natural generation 
nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of God. 
And the Word became flesh, and made his dwelling among us, and we saw 
his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 
full of grace and truth. 

 
The Gospel of our Lord. 



All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
(Please be seated) 
 
Reader Two: 
 
The image of Christ seems to be stepping from the darkness – striding forward, 
recalling the chaos and nothingness of the creation story.  The Cosmic nature of 
Christ’s incarnation is evident by the background.  In the center of the upper 
register is an artistic rendering of a dying star, based on a photograph from the 
Hubble telescope.  We are invited to imagine the Word stepping out of eternity 
and becoming flesh.  The process of incarnation is not quite complete here. 
 
 
Time of Reflection:   
 
To the left of the illumination, a keyhole seems ordinary and perhaps misplaced.  
What does it signify?  
 
Perhaps it recalls the tradition of locked and hinged manuscripts which 
secured/protected the key to the word of God.   
 
Are there keyholes you can identify in your spiritual journey? 
 
Collection: 

While some quiet music plays, we will take up a collection for the homeless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Magnificat:  (please stand) 

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession:  Our response will be, “Provident God, hear our prayer.” 

 
In anticipation of your promise, O God, we ask for dew to drop down from the 

heavens, for the clouds to rain down the Just One.  We pray: 
 
Gentle God, you satisfy our thirsty hearts; may we respond to the needs of those 

thirsting for justice.  We pray: 
 



Loving God, you give us bread for our table and bread for our spirit; may we share 
our bread generously with those around us.  We pray: 

 
Peaceful God, you desire harmony for us; may we be free from our selfish and 

defensive ways.  We pray: 
 
Comforting God, you give sight to the blind; may we see with new eyes Your life in 

our midst.  We pray: 
 
Liberating God, you set the captives free; may we support those people who are 

imprisoned for the sake of justice.  We pray: 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Let us sing the words of Jesus who is our Emmanuel. 
 
 
Sign of Peace:  Let us extend to one another the peace of Christ. 
 
 
Closing Prayer   (pray together) 
 

Here in our midst, O God of mystery, you disclose the secret hidden for 
countless ages.  For you we wait; for you we listen.  Upon hearing your 
voice, may we, like Mary, embrace your will and become a dwelling fit for 
your Word.  We ask this through Jesus whose coming is certain, whose day 
draws near; Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Closing Song:  We will sing verses 1 & 7. 

 

 
 
 

Please join us for a dessert reception in the Community Room. 


