
 



Vespers for the Third Sunday of Advent 

Welcome: Sister Michele Bisbey, CDP Provincial 

Call to Prayer:   

O God who dwells in us and bestows upon us beauty, grant us the grace to 
welcome your gift, and generously offer you the gift of ourselves this Advent.            
(Caryll Houselander) 

 

Evening Hymn:  (please stand) 

 



Prayer of Blessing Over the People    (please be seated) 

 

Please repeat the refrain after the Cantor and then sing after each verse. 
 
 

 
 
 
Prayer As Candles Are Lighted: 

As we light three candles on our Advent wreath, let us rejoice in the Lord 
always for indeed, the Lord is near.    All: Amen. 
 

Psalm One  (Psalm 29: 1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13) 

 

Antiphon:  Sing to the Lord a new song. 

1. Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all you lands.  Sing to the 
Lord; bless God’s name. 
 

2.  Announce God’s salvation, day after day.  Tell God’s glory among the 
nations; among all peoples, God’s wondrous deeds. 
 



1.  Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; let the sea and what fills it 
resound; let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!  Then shall all the 
trees of the forest exult. 
 

2.  They shall exult before the Lord, for God comes; for God comes to rule the 
earth.  The Lord shall rule the world with justice and the peoples with 
constancy. 
 

Antiphon:  Sing to the Lord a new song. 
 
Psalm Prayer:   

God of our journeys, yours is the morning, and yours is the evening.  All the 
windings of our lives are held in your hands.  Darkness now stretches 
before us and we lift our hearts to you in prayer.  Let our songs and our 
silence, our dreams and our devotions, be the evening sacrifice acceptable 
to you, through Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
All:  Amen. 
 

 
Psalm Two  (Psalm 24: 7, 8, 9, 10) 
 
Antiphon:    
 

                
 
                             Christ,     cir  -  cle    round       us.              Christ,   may  your  light sur - 

 

               
              round    us.       Shine     in    our   liv  -  ing.          Fill   our hearts 

 

            
 
                            with  great  thanks  giv    -           ing. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



1. Lift up, O gates, your lintels; reach up, you ancient portals, that the king of 
glory may come in! 
 

2. Who is this king of glory?  The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in 
battle. 
 

1.  Lift up, O gate, your lintels; reach up, you ancient portals, that the king of 
glory may come in! 
 

2. Who is this king of glory?  The Lord of hosts; he is the king of glory. 
 
 

Antiphon (sung):   Christ, circle round us, Christ, may your light surround us, 
                                  Shine in our living, Fill our hearts with great thanksgiving. 
 
Psalm Prayer: 

God, we name you: Beacon shining in the darkness, safe harbor from the 
storm.  Calm our restless heart in your limitless peace; reward our faithful 
searching with the vision of your face.  Over and over again, bring us home 
to you. 
All:  Amen. 
 

Gospel:  Luke 2:1-7    (please stand) 

Reader One: 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child.   



While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

The Gospel of our Lord. 
 
All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Reader Two: 

This illumination is the front piece of the Gospel of Luke in The St. John’s Bible. In 
the illumination, we see light breaking through the darkness. The Divine is imaged 
in the shaft of gold coming from the feeding trough. The horizontal line of light 
makes the figure a cross. Angels seem to dart back and forth. 
 

Notice the expressions on the faces of those who gaze into the manger (which 
looks like a book cover). Mary and Joseph, standing on the right, are somewhat 
diminished in their presentation. Rather than focusing on a baby in a manger, this 
illumination features the manger as an altar table. It allows for our participation in 
the scene. 

 
 
Time of Reflection:  (please be seated) 
 
How do you respond to the explicit connection between the manger and cross? 
 
What figure would you put in the manger, to signify your experience of the 
Incarnation in your own life? 

 
Collection: 

 
 While some quiet music plays, we will take up a collection for the homeless. 



Magnificat:  (please stand) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession:  Our response will be, “Provident God, hear our prayer.” 

 
Jesus, you came into this world as a baby and became part of the human family.  

We ask for blessings upon all families, especially those who may be 
separated for any reason, we pray: 

 
Jesus, you came into this world to be the light breaking through all the darkness.  

We ask for that light to shine on those in today’s world who still dwell in 
any overwhelming darkness, we pray: 

 
Jesus, you came into this world to fulfill your destiny as the One who was the 

ultimate sacrifice that brought us salvation.  We ask for that same mercy in 
our world today as so many seek to be granted justice, freedom and 
dignity, we pray: 

 
Jesus, you came into this world to bring the peace that surpasses all 

understanding.  We ask for your grace to always guide our feet in the way 
of peace, we pray: 

 
Jesus, you came into this world to invite us to become the very life of God, to 

enter into your Incarnation.  We ask for the vision to be your hands, your 
feet, and your voice in our world today, we pray: 

 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Let us sing the words of Jesus who is our Emmanuel. 
 
Sign of Peace:  Let us extend to one another the peace of Christ. 
 
Closing Prayer   (pray together) 

God of daily life, You are the light for our eyes, music for our ears, health 
for our bodies.  We rely on your power to sustain us in sleep this night; we 
rely on your grace to lead us closer to your Son, Jesus, who is our 
Emmanuel.  Amen. 



Closing Song:  We will sing verses 5 & 6. 

 

 
 
 

Please join us for a dessert reception in the Community Room. 


